
  
 
 
 
 

UNIFI AND ALCATEL-LUCENT TEAM UP TO DELIVER BROADBAND  
CONNECTIVITY TO ALBANIA VIA UNDERSEA CABLE 

 

NEW YORK, NY, USA – October 28, 2010 – UNIFI Communications (UNIFI), a leading US-based international carrier, 
and Alcatel-Lucent, a leading provider of end-to-end undersea cable systems today announced the signature of the 
Balkans-Italy Network (BIN) Phase 1 Supply Contract.  Alcatel-Lucent will provide turn-key implementation of Albania’s 
first private undersea fiber optic cable system, which will connect Tirana, Albania to Bari, Italy. The network is expected to 
begin providing service by the end of 2011. 
 

Under the agreement, Alcatel-Lucent will also deploy optical equipment at the landing points of the network, which will link 
Italy to the newly created Balkans Internet eXchange (BIX) in Tirana.  BIX is being developed by UNIFI to serve as 
Albania’s first fiber-connected data center providing connectivity from Albania to all of the major telecommunications hubs 
located in Western Europe, including Milan, Frankfurt, Amsterdam, and London. 
 

Adrian Shatku, President and CEO of UNIFI explained, “We selected Alcatel-Lucent as our system supplier because they 
offered a very cost-effective solution that did not require us to sacrifice anything in terms of supplier qualifications, 
experience, technology, or project schedule.  In addition, thanks to the flexible contract options that are included, UNIFI 
plans to become the first provider in the region to offer 40 Gb/s network technology, which provides an excellent 
competitive edge in the marketplace.”   
 

UNIFI will be marketing and selling many types of network services, including wholesale Internet transport at up to Gigabit 
speeds, all types of other bandwidth services, and dark fiber connectivity to Albania from Italy and other parts of Europe.  
The UNIFI network will be built using the state-of-the-art fiber optic and Dense Wavelength Division Multiplexing (DWDM) 
technologies, providing virtually unlimited bandwidth capability for Albania and eventually for the entire Balkan region. 
 

Philippe Dumont, President of Alcatel-Lucent Submarine Networks SAS, commented: “This is a significant digital step for 
Albania and will lead to an exciting time for this region as IP-based services can now grow and thrive.  The extra capacity, 
scalability to 40G and resilience provided by this new cable will help to support new business growth and should 
encourage investment locally and in the surrounding countries” 
 

UNIFI now plans to focus its attention on the implementation of Phase 1 while also moving forward with plans for 
addressing region-wide market needs, including subsequent phases of BIN to eventually provide terrestrial connectivity 
into Albania’s neighboring countries of Greece, Kosovo, Macedonia, and Montenegro.  Such fiber links will stimulate the 
growth of connectivity even further into other regional markets, such as Bulgaria, Turkey, and beyond. 
 
 
About UNIFI Communications 
 
UNIFI COMMUNICATIONS (pronounced “Unify” communications), headquartered in New York City, USA, is a major 
international voice carrier and a leading provider of enhanced telecommunication services and solutions.  Service 
offerings include highly competitive wholesale voice termination services, pre-paid calling services partnerships (co-
branding, marketing, and sales of partner services), solutions for enterprise  customers (pure IP phone systems, 
International SIP trunks, etc.), customized mobile solutions (messaging, roaming, etc.), and network infrastructure 
development services (satellite, terrestrial, undersea, wireless, etc.).  For more information, visit: www.unificom.com 
 
 
About Alcatel-Lucent Submarine Networks 
 
Alcatel-Lucent (Euronext Paris and NYSE: ALU) is the trusted transformation partner of service providers, enterprises, 
strategic industries such as defense, energy, healthcare, transportation, and governments worldwide, providing solutions 
to deliver voice, data and video communication services to end-users. A leader in fixed, mobile and converged broadband 
networking, IP and optics technologies, applications and services, Alcatel-Lucent leverages the unrivalled technical and 
scientific expertise of Bell Labs, one of the largest innovation powerhouses in the communications industry.  With 
operations in more than 130 countries and the most experienced global services organization in the industry, Alcatel-
Lucent is a local partner with a global reach.  Alcatel-Lucent achieved revenues of Euro 15.2 billion in 2009 and is 
incorporated in France, with executive offices located in Paris.  For more information, visit Alcatel-Lucent on the Internet: 
http://www.alcatel-lucent.com, read the latest posts on the Alcatel-Lucent blog http://www.alcatel-lucent.com/blog and 
follow us on Twitter: http://twitter.com/Alcatel_Lucent. 
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PR contacts:     
 
For UNIFI Communications: 
 

Brian Crawford, VP of Business Development 
110 Wall Street, 13th Floor 
New York, NY  10005  U.S.A. 
Telephone: +1-212-845-9095, ext. 111 
Fax: +1-212-504-8299 
Email: bcrawford@unificom.com 

 
 
For Alcatel-Lucent: 

 
Press Contacts 

Peter Benedict  Tel: + 33 (0)1 40 76 5084 peter.benedict@alcatel-lucent.com 
Valerie La Gamba  Tel: +33 (0) 1 4076 1228 Valerie.La_Gamba@alcatel-lucent.com 

 
Investor Relations 

Frank Maccary Tel: + 33 (0)1 40 76 12 11 frank.maccary@alcatel-lucent.com  
Don Sweeney Tel: + 1 908 582 6153 dsweeney@alcatel-lucent.com 
Tom Bevilacqua Tel: + 1 908-582-7998 bevilacqua@alcatel-lucent.com  
Tony Lucido Tel: + 1 908 582 5722 alucido@alcatel-lucent.com 
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